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Opening
Distinguished colleagues, dear friends, sisters and brothers—
It is such a privilege to be here in Brisbane, surrounded by so many committed activists, peacebuilders, and visionaries from across Australia, Asia, and the Pacific.
We are gathered at a milestone moment - Twenty-five years of the Women, Peace and Security agenda. An agenda, as we know, was not born in the halls of the Security Council, but from the struggles of women on the ground—women from conflict affected countries, women like many of us here, who refused to accept, that peace could be built without us.
This anniversary is not just about looking back. Its about taking stock of our collective strength and the challenges confronting us, and carrying forward a stronger feminist vision of peace, with climate justice at its core. A call to honour our past, confront the realities of our present, and shape our future—together.
Reflection – My WPS Journey
 I am a passionate advocate of UNSCR 1325 of which I first heard at the Commission on the Status of Women in New York in 2004. ………I still recall how someone remarked—almost dismissively—that I came from a conflict-affected country and yet had not heard of 1325. That moment stung, but it also became a turning point.  I turned it into motivation. I immersed myself in learning about 1325, realizing its power as a tool for advocacy and change.
It became very personal. 
· developing advocacy materials, 
· raising awareness and holding dialogues across stakeholders 
· led the drafting of Nepal’s first NAP
· Engaged in monitoring and reporting,
· strengthening wide sector collaboration – Gov, Dev partners and CS 
· Shared those lessons in many other conflict-affected countries across Asia. 


What did we gain?
· Recognition that women are not just passive victims but active agents of change – Women’s increasing participation in peace building and institutional structures and parliament and the security sector
· Integration of 1325 in pre peace keeping training 
· Closer partnership between Civil society, Government and Security Sector
· Inclusion of specific projects focusing on women in National Projects on peace building  
· Recognition of CRSV – though not adequately 
Thus, over time, 1325 became more than a resolution to me—it became a passion, a compass, something I carried, into every space I entered.
And yes, we have achieved much. National Action Plans exist in many countries. Women’s leadership to some extent has been recognized in mediation, humanitarian action, and post-conflict recovery. The language of WPS is now visible in policy debates, donor frameworks, and even security strategies.
But of course, the gaps still remain wide. Women peacebuilders are still underfunded, under-protected, and too often tokenized. Militarization is rising. Authoritarianism and patriarchal backlash are shrinking civic space. Communities across our region—particularly those living with conflict and climate change—are still waiting for the promises of 1325, to be fully realized.
We must remember: the WPS agenda was never meant to be about simply inserting women, into existing power structures. It was always about transformation—dismantling patriarchy, demilitarizing societies, and reimagining peace as inclusive, just, and sustainable.
Looking Ahead – Opportunities and Challenges
So where do we go from here? What must the next 25 years demand of us?
Let’s look at the opportunities.  Across Asia and the Pacific, women are already linking peacebuilding with climate resilience. They are rebuilding after cyclones, mediating disputes over land and resources, and holding communities together in displacement. This is peace work—even if it is not always recognized as such.
We also see the power of intergenerational leadership. Young feminists—digital natives—are organizing, in ways that we could not have imagined, 25 years ago. They are not the leaders of tomorrow; they are leaders of today. Our responsibility is to open the doors wider and stand beside them.


But let us be honest—the challenges are daunting. The world is a less secure place than it was 25 years ago. Globally, we see emerging and protracted conflicts, stretching resources and political will. Militarization is accelerating. Climate disasters are multiplying risks. And backlash against women’s rights, is getting stronger.
And in Asia, these challenges are painfully close. In Myanmar, women are on the frontlines of resistance and survival under a brutal military regime. In Afghanistan, women are almost erased from public life since the Taliban take over —denied education, work, and even the most basic freedoms.  
I had the honour, recently, to lead the CEDAW dialogue on Afghanistan. As a Committee, we issued strong Concluding Observations—reminding the de facto authorities, but also the international community, that the rights of Afghan women and girls are not negotiable. These observations are not just words on paper—they are guidance for all stakeholders, a call to keep Afghan women at the centre of any humanitarian, political, or peace process.
As we move beyond WPS 25, our priorities must be clear:
1. Financing peace: Grassroots women’s organisations need direct, flexible, and sustained funding. Peace cannot rest on the unpaid labour of women.
2. Climate resilience: Peacebuilding frameworks must integrate climate justice explicitly.
3. Protection: Women human rights defenders and peacebuilders must be protected against violence and reprisals.
4. Transformation, not tokenism: Our task is not just to add women to existing tables, but to reshape the very structures of decision-making.
5. Regional solidarity: This convening is proof that our strength lies in networks. Cross-border feminist solidarity is our collective power, to influence global policy and hold states accountable.
And yes, the challenges are formidable. 
· Rising militarization and military spending. 
· Climate disasters multiplying conflict risks. 
· A backlash against women’s rights. And 
· the dilution of WPS into checklists, instead of the radical and transformative vision it was meant to be.


The Power of CEDAW and GR 30
At this crossroads, to confront the challenges we must also use every tool at our disposal.
UNSCR 1325 and the WPS agenda gave us political legitimacy. But we also have CEDAW—the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women—which is legally binding on states.
And within CEDAW, General Recommendation 30 on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations issued in 2013 provides us with a powerful framework. It obliges states to uphold women’s rights across the conflict-peace continuum. It addresses displacement, post-conflict reconstruction, transitional justice, and peace processes. 
In my role as Co-Chair of the CEDAW Working Group on Women, Peace and Security, I see more and more countries now reporting on WPS in their reviews. This is progress. It means states are starting to recognize that their obligations under CEDAW do not stop in times of conflict or crisis.
When we use 1325 and CEDAW together, we bridge political and legal accountability. We strengthen our advocacy, our monitoring, and our demands. This dual framework is one of our greatest strengths as civil society—and we must wield it with determination.
Closing
I believe that this convening is more than a meeting. It is a space of solidarity, of shared struggle, and of collective hope.
The last 25 years have shown us the power of persistence, of women’s voices, of feminist movements. The next 25 must be about transformation—about making peace feminist, inclusive, just, and sustainable.
As we look ahead, let us carry forward not just the lessons of 1325, but also the courage of Afghan women, the resilience of women in Myanmar, and the vision of young feminists across our region.
Let us move forward with conviction, with solidarity, and with hope. Because the future of peace—our shared future—depends on it.
Thank you.
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